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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE TENTH INTER- 
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PHARMACY, BRUSSELS, SEP- 
TEMBER 1-6, 1910. 

By Reid Hunt, professor of phaimacology, Hygienic Laboratory, United States 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. 

The opening session was held in the Palais des Academies September 
1. More than 600 delegates, but one-half of whom came from coun- 
tries other than Belgium, were present. Sixteen foreign govern- 
ments had formally accepted the invitation to participate in the con- 
gress, and 20 were represented by official delegates. Delegates were 
present from the following American Republics: Argentina, Chil6, 
Venezuela, Guatemala, San Salvador, Haiti, and the United States. 

The work of the congress was outlined at the opening meeting, at 
which the governor of Brabant, representing the minister of the 
interior; the president and secretary of the congress; and several of 
the foreign delegates, made addresses. The speakers emphasized, as 
the two subjects of greatest international interest: (1) The further 
unification of the pharmacopoeias, with special reference to the adop- 
tion of uniform methods of assay of important drugs; and (2) the 
control of the sale of specialties (propnetary medicines), from the 
standpoint of public health as well as that of the material interests 
of the pharmacists. The governor of Brabant, M. Breco, formerly of 
the ministerial department having control of public health, hygiene, 
and pharmacy, urged the congress to add to its programme the subject 
of public hygiene, stating that he did not believe that pharmacists 
are as Well qualified to deal with the problems of this subject as is 
desirable, and pointing out the possibilities of pharmacists securing 
for themselves a more privileged position if they wUl extend their 
activities beyond the narrower commercial pursuits. 

The service of the Belgian Government in connection with the con- 
ference of 1902, which resulted in the securing of a greater degree of 
uniformity in the formulas of heroic medicines in the various pharma- 
copoeias, was the subject of much favorable comment on the part of 
several of the foreign delegates. 

On the succeeding days the congress met in two sections — scientific 
and professional. At each of these certain general questions, 
announced in advance, were discussed. A considerable number of 
communications, dealing for the most part with subjects of general 
scientific importance and all of international interest, were also pre- 
sented. As a result of these discussions a number of resolutions were 
drawn up and voted upon, first by the sections and secondly by the 
entire congress at its concluding session September 6. 

The first of the resolutions, presented by the scientific section, 
related to the unification of the methods for the assay of crude drugs 
and of galenical preparations and for the determination of physical 
constants. The great importance of this subject, from the stand- 
point not only of medicine but also from that of international com- 
merce, was emphasized. The congress requested the Belgian gov- 
ernment to call an international conference for the unifying of the 
methods of analysis of the heroic medicaments ; it also expressed the 
hope that, in the matter of alkaloidal assays, the commission would 
adopt, as far as possible, gravimetric methods. These conclusions 
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and resolutions were based largely upon a paper hj Doctor Schamel- 
hout, who treated the subject from the standpoint of a practical 
pharmacist. 

The second resolution related to the international unification of 
the reagents used in pharmacopoeial work. It was pointed out how 
such a unification would aid m securing uniform analytical results 
and in the interpretation of the different pharmacopoeias. 

The third set of resolutions, which were adopted after prolonged 
and thorough discussion, related to the control of antiseptics, with 
special reference to the securing of commercial honesty and the safe- 
guarding of the public. The congress expressed the opinion that 
such preparations should not be placed upon the market until they 
have been officially examined, both chemically and bacteriologically, 
and have received the approval of the departments of public health; 
that their efficiency should be determined and the claims made by 
the manufacturers be examined; that the amount of their active 
ingredients and their bactericidal strength should be stated, and that 
the sale of those claiming to possess therapeutic properties and of 
those containing poisons, the sale of which is legally restricted, should 
be limited to pharmacists. 

The fourth resolution related to the introduction into the curricula 
of schools of pharmacy of courses on the analysis of certain physiol- 
ogical and pathological secretions, especially of that of the feces. It 
was pointed out in the discussion that such work properly comes 
within the province of the pharmacist as a chemist and that it makes 
another professional bond between him and the physician. 

The firth resolution related to the preparation of galenicals by 
pharmacists. The latter were urged to make these preparations 
themselves as far as possible. 

In addition to the formal reports a number of important scientific 
communications were made, some of which led to the adoption of 
further resolutions. Thus, as the result of a communication by 
Moller, it was resolved to advocate the adoption as an international 
standard of colors the standard of Klinchsieck and Valette. A paper 
by Hercod led to the adoption of a resolution in favor of the appoint- 
ment of an international commission to establish a method for the 
standardization of pharmacopoeial preparations of pepsin and for 
establishing a standard strength for this product. 

A resolution was also passed expressing the opinion that it is 
desirable for the committees on pharmacopoeial revision to publish 
each year supplements calling attention to the real scientific advances 
made. 

Among the notable contributions made in the scientific section 
the following may be mentioned: Perrot, on the preservation of 
important plant drugs by the destruction of the intracellular enzymes ; 
Leger, on the constitution of the aloins; Bourquelot, on glucosides; 
Goris, on plants containing caffeine. 

The first of the resolutions presented by the section on professional 
interests related to the control of the sale of specialities. The basis 
for the discussion of the subject, which was prolonged and animated, 
was the very comprehensive report prepared by Breugehnans, Dami- 
net, and Staes in which was reviewed the legislation on the subject 
in the leading countries of the world. Although the difficulties and 
complications which have arisen from the great increase in the number 



October 7, 1910 1408 

of such preparations and the problem resultuig from the competition of 
manufacturers were recognized, the discussion was Umited largely 
to the phases which more directly concern the commercial side of 
pharmacy and especially to the subject of price legislation. It was 
recognized that tnis is a question which will have to be solved by 
each country, but certain general principles were proposed, and the 
congress expressed the opinion that the sale of medical specialties 
should, in all countries, be reserved to the pharmacists. 

The second resolution presented by the section on professional in- 
terests related to the formation of an international pharmaceutical 
federation having for its purpose the protection of pharmacy as a 
profession and as an applied science. It was decided to appoint a 
commission to prepare a constitution for such a federation and to 
accept an invitation from the government of Holland to make The 
Hague its headquarters. 

The third resolution related to the representation on pharmaco- 
pceial commissions of practical pharmacy, and the fourth to the limita- 
tion of the number of pharmacopoeias. 

It was also resolved to make the question of patents and trade 
marks one of the subjects for discussion at the next international 
congress of pharmacy. 

In addition to the scientific programme, visits were made to the ex- 
position, where the chemical and pharmaceutical exhibits of different 
countries were explained, and to dairies devoted to the production of 
milk for infants. 



